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Healdswood Infant and Nursery School

Dear Healdswood Team,

It is with immense joy and heartfelt congratulations that | write to celebrate your outstanding achievement in being
awarded Platinum OPAL Accreditation—the highest level of recognition within the OPAL programme. This accolade is a
truly exceptional milestone, reflecting your unwavering commitment to play, creativity, and the holistic development of
every child in your care.

Achieving Platinum is not simply a matter of meeting criteria—it is a profound testament to a school’s deep-rooted
ethos, tireless dedication, and visionary leadership. What makes your success so remarkable is the way Healdswood has
embraced and elevated outdoor play as a core part of school life. The standard you have set is not only rare, but
exemplary.

Your approach to outdoor play responds beautifully to the competence and abilities of your children. You see children
not as passive recipients of provision, but as active, capable agents of their own experience. This respect for children’s
autonomy shines through in every element of your play offer, allowing them to take risks, solve problems, express
themselves, and grow in confidence through richly varied and meaningful play.

Equally inspiring is your thoughtful and intentional support for your staff. By carving out time and space for professional
development and reflection, you have created a team that is empowered, motivated, and united in their vision. This
investment in people is what sustains a truly living play culture.

Your outdoor environment is a testament to what can be achieved when imagination meets purpose. The play space you
have developed is not only rich and inviting, but genuinely challenging—stimulating curiosity, encouraging collaboration,
and offering endless possibilities for exploration and joy.

Such excellence would not be possible without the outstanding leadership of your headteacher, the passion and care of
your play team, the dedication of your staff, and the spirit and energy of your pupils. Together, you have nurtured a
culture where play is not an add-on, but the beating heart of your school—a daily celebration of creativity, inclusivity,
and the deep joy of child-led discovery.
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The impact of this culture on your children is clear. They are confident, resilient, expressive, and happy. They are learning

not only through books and lessons, but through mud, laughter, invention, and adventure.

Thank you for your continued role as a beacon of best practice. Your work lights the way for others and reminds us all of
what is possible when play is placed where it belongs—at the centre of a thriving childhood.

With heartfelt congratulations and very best wishes,

Amy Masini
OPAL Mentor
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