
 Key Vocabulary List: History  
 
 

 

 

Core Historical Vocabulary 
Some of the previous year group’s vocabulary is included for consolidation purposes. Children 
will revisit and build on previously learned vocabulary as well as new vocabulary. 
F1 F2 Year 1 Year 2 
Old 
New 
Same 
Different 
Remember 
Age 
Today 
Yesterday 
Tomorrow 
 

Past 
Present 
Consequence 
Event 
Memory 
Year 
Before 
After 
Similarities 
Differences 
Object 
Question 

Historical 
Significant 
Period 
Comparison/compare 
Timeline 
Chronological order 
Months of the year 
Artifact 
Achievement 

Era 
Historical period 
Chronology 
Decade 
Century 
Specific years eg 1666 
Primary source 
Secondary source 
Reliable 

Year 1 
Toys Neil Armstrong/Moon Landing Florence Nightingale 
Passage of time-  
past, present, now 
old, new 
Modern 
similarities and differences 
developed and changed 
materials 

before, after, past, present, then, now 
Moon Landing 
astronaut 
mission 
Neil Armstrong 
Tim Peake 

before, after, past, present, then, now 
Modern 
similarities and differences 
developed and changed 
Florence Nightingale 
Lady of the lamp 
Transformed 
Hygiene  
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 
Changes in Skegby Mary Anning Great Fire of London 
similarities and differences then and 
now 
recently, before, after, past, present, 
coal mining 
powering 
extracting 
colliery 
conditions 
machinery 
monument 

years, decades and centuries 
era 
extinct 
Fossils 
Palaeontologist 
Discover 
 

compare and evaluate 
significant event  
historical sources 
1666 
London Landmarks 
Samuel Pepys 
Pudding Lane Bakery 
Thomas Farriner 
River Thames 
Monarch 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
 
 
 


