
 Key Vocabulary List: Music  
 

Performing: Singing and Instruments  
Some of the previous year group’s vocabulary is included for consolidation purposes. Children 
will revisit and build on previously learned vocabulary as well as new vocabulary. 
F1 F2 Year 1 Year 2 
nursery rhymes 
songs 
sing 
instruments 
play  
show  

nursery rhymes 
songs 
sing 
instruments 
play 
respond 
perform  
start  
stop  
voice  
 

Sing 
Voice 
Vocals 
Lyrics  
Instrument   
Untuned instrument  
Percussion  
Perform  
Performance  
Play  
Respond  
Start  
Stop  
Together  
Audience  
Leader  
Choir  
 

Sing  
Voice 
Vocals 
Lyrics  
Projection  
Untuned instrument  
Tuned instrument  
Boom whacker 
Glockenspiel  
Performance  
Ensemble  
Play  
Respond  
Together  
In time  
Audience  
Conductor  
Choir  

Composing   
Some of the previous year group’s vocabulary is included for consolidation purposes. Children 
will revisit and build on previously learned vocabulary as well as new vocabulary. 
F1 F2 Year 1 Year 2 
Make 
Think  
Idea  

Make  
Think 
Ideas  
Choose  
Explore  
Create  

Compose  
Create  
Ideas  
Explore  
Imagine  
Imagination  
Think  
 

Composition  
Compose  
Ideas 
Exploring  
Imagination  
Create  
Improvision 
Improvising  
Graphic score  
Patterns  

Listening and Appraising  
Some of the previous year group’s vocabulary is included for consolidation purposes. Children 
will revisit and build on previously learned vocabulary as well as new vocabulary. 
F1 F2 Year 1 Year 2 
Listen  
Actions  
Hands 
Feet  
Think  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Listen  
Actions  
Body  
Explore  
Think  
Tap  
Feel  
 

Understand 
Responding  
Thinking 
Movement  
Actions 
Express  
Repetition  
Sounds  
Meaning  
Feeling  
Style 
Culture  
 

Understand 
Style  
Culture  
Movement  
Expression  
Feeling  
Meaning  
Style 
Genre  
Culture  
Thinking deeply  
Responding  
Mood 
Effect  



 Key Vocabulary List: Music  
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Dance  
Features  
Language  
Repetition  
 

Interrelated Dimensions of Music & Understanding   
Some of the previous year group’s vocabulary is included for consolidation purposes. Children 
will revisit and build on previously learned vocabulary as well as new vocabulary. 
F1 F2 Year 1 Year 2 
Loud  
Quiet  
Fast  
Slow  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loud  
Quiet  
Fast  
Slow  
Very loud 
Very quiet  
Very fast 
Very slow  
Long  
Short 
Tune 
Melody  

Loud  
Quiet  
Fast  
Slow  
Very loud 
Very quiet  
Very fast 
Very slow 
Dynamics  
Pitch  
Tempo  
Rhythm  
Structure  
Chorus  
Verse  
Pattern  
Beat  
Quality  
Sound  

Dynamics  
Pitch  
Tempo  
Rhythm  
Structure  
Timbre  
Texture  
Notation  
Written score  
Chorus  
Verse 
Beat 
Pulse  
Quality of sound 
Appropriate  
Suitable  
Crotchet  
Quaver  
Notes  
Musical alphabet  
 


